Press Release 
First Andean-Asian Glacial Lake Expedition to the Everest Region Launched

More than 30 international glaciologists and scientists left for Lukla on Monday, 5 September, 2011 to begin an 18 day field expedition and survey of the potentially dangerous Imja glacial lake in Sagarmatha (Everest) National Park, Khumbu.  
The “2011 Andean-Himalayan Glacial Lake Exchange and Collaboration Expedition” is made up of physical and social scientists from the Andes, Hindu Kush-Himalaya, Central Asia, Japan, North America and Europe.  Throughout the nearly three week field expedition, world-class climate change, glacial lake, and adaptation specialists will exchange experiences and identify priority needs in climate change action research and pilot projects.  Strategies for increasing exchange and collaboration opportunities for practitioners from their home mountain ranges—the Andes, Tien Shan, Pamirs, Karakoram, and Hindu Kush-Himalaya—will be developed.  
Expedition leader Dr. Alton C. Byers of The Mountain Institute said “in many ways, this gathering of scientists from the world’s highest mountains, working together in the field and meeting regularly with local people to understand their issues, concerns, and solutions, is unprecedented.  We hope that it is just the first of many more international exchanges in the mountains to come.”

With the participation of local people, expedition members will spend three days camped below the Imja glacial lake to exchange experiences in glacial lake control, mitigation, and management.  Although Imja was a glacier in the early 1960s (see photos), climate change has caused the glacier to retreat, leaving behind a lake holding more than 35 million cubic meters of water, contained by an unstable terminal moraine of loose boulders and soil. Peruvian specialists, however, have more than 50 years of experience in the control and management of more than 35 dangerous lakes in the Cordillera Blanca (“White Mountain Range”), experience that now needs to be shared with participants from Central Asia and the Hindu Kush-Himalayas, where the phenomena of new glacial lake development is more recent.      
The expedition will live-blog the entire journey on a daily basis, with photos, videos, and events as they happen. Members of the expedition will post updates daily, so people around the world can follow and learn about the challenges of working in remote mountain regions, and of those faced by local mountain people who feel the impacts of climate change first. Followers will be able to ask questions of the expedition members in real-time, making this a groundbreaking and fascinating blog to follow.  The blog becomes active on 6 September 2011 and can be seen at http://www.mountain.org/blog/.  Twitter and Facebook links can be accessed at http://twitter.com/#!/TheMountainInst and
http://facebook.com/TheMountainInstitute.
The field expedition (5-23 September 2011) will be followed by a four-day workshop “Promoting South-South Knowledge Exchange and Collaboration between Experts and Practitioners from the Hindu Kush-Himalaya, Andes, and Central Asian Mountains for Improved Adaptation and Resilient Livelihoods,” held at the International Centre for international Development (ICIMOD) (25-28 September 2011).  Up to 30 additional scientists, practitioners, and policy makers from the Hindu Kush-Himalayan region will join the Imja group for an innovative exchange of experiences in sustainable livelihoods and adaptation, water hazards and risk reduction, and international cooperation and information sharing   This will be followed by a “Writers Workshop” where the priority recommendations from both the Imja expedition and Kathmandu workshop will be captured, new partnerships identified, and strategies for the actual funding and implementation of priority research and action projects developed.
Supporters of the Imja expedition and follow-on Kathmandu workshops include the U.S. National Science Foundation, U.S. Agency for International Development, U.S. State Department, Arkay Foundation, and UNDP/Nepal.  The initiative is a collaboration between The Mountain Institute, Washington, DC; ICIMOD, Kathmandu, Nepal; and the University of Texas at Austin.
For further information, contact:
TMI Contact: Mr. Brian Peniston, Director, Nepal Program, The Mountain Institute, email: bpeniston@mountain.org
ICIMOD Contact: Dr. Daan Boom, Programme Manager, Integrated Knowledge Manager, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, email: dboom@icimod.org
Figure 1.  Imja glacier in 1956 (above) and in 2007 (below), location of the September 2011 Andean-HKH Glacial Lake Expedition.  The glacier as photographed by climber-cartographer Erwin Schneider in 1956  has now turned into a potentially dangerous lake containing more than 35 million m3 of water, with its terminus receding at more than 17 m per year (top photo by Erwin Schneider, courtesy of the Association for Comparative Alpine Research, Munich;  bottom photo by Alton C. Byers, The Mountain Institute).  The field-based workshop will bring together glacial lake specialists from the Andes, Central Asia, HKH, Japan, Europe and North America, examining on-site the problems and prospective solutions surrounding new glacial lakes and glacial lake outburst floods.

